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Living in this exquisite corner of Southern 
Appalachia, it can be easy to take the beauty 
and life surrounding us for granted. Standing 
together on the rocky shoulder of Lookout 
Mountain in the glow of the setting sun, how-
ever, the splendor of the Tennessee Valley 
was impossible to ignore. 

Sights like that epitomize how special our 
home is and serve as an inspiration for the 
conservation science and education roles 
we fulfill through the Aquarium’s mission. 
Fittingly, this moment was captured during 
our board retreat, a time when our trustees 
and senior leadership gathered to consider 
how to build upon our past successes.

With that landscape as our breathtaking 
backdrop, we spent several days 
enthusiastically discussing our long-term 
goals through a master planning process. 

Entering 2023, we were brimming with 
excitement at the grand opening of our 
much-anticipated new gallery: Ridges to Rivers. 

Since our inception, we’ve prided 
ourselves as the world’s premiere freshwater 
aquarium. In keeping with that role, the 
long-awaited transformation of Discovery 
Hall allowed us to shine a welcome spotlight 
on our own backyard by showcasing the 
diverse, beautiful fish of Southern Appalachia. 

This inspiring collection of multi-sensory 
exhibits was conceived to show the unparal-
leled—and often underappreciated—aquatic 
life of our region to our guests, whether they 
live here or are visiting from around the globe. 

Our aquarists and scientists are some 
of the lucky few who have explored the 
Southeast’s underwater rainforest by snorkeling 
in its rivers and streams. Ridges to Rivers 
offers the same eye-opening experience to 

Together, concepts for the next ten years, 
and beyond, began taking shape. It’s exciting 
to work towards a future that will enhance our 
experience and programs while positioning 
us to remain among the ranks of the nation’s 
finest and most impactful aquariums. 

Crafting our master plan is a complex, 
lengthy undertaking, but we recognize 
how crucial it is to chart an ambitious path 
forward. Those of us at the retreat were 
not working in a vacuum. Recognizing the 
immense importance of this process to our 
future success, our long-term plans are being 
informed and shaped by input and feedback 
from team members in all departments, as 
well as from our partners, former board 
members, and trustees.

We are energized by the concepts that are 
forming and by the process of bringing all our 
stakeholders together for the betterment of 
our community and region. We look forward 
to sharing details of this roadmap with you as 
they are finalized and, as always, thank you 
for your continuing trust and support. 

hundreds of thousands of visitors without 
putting on a dive mask and wetsuit. 

It’s a consistent thrill to walk through this 
newest addition to River Journey and see 
guests’ enthusiasm as they watch neon-bright 
Rainbow Shiners schooling during an artificial 
thunderstorm, get nose-close to curious 
Tangerine Darters swimming against the 
current or feel the leathery skin of an 
ancient Lake Sturgeon. 

Many of the species in this gallery reside 
in streams and rivers our visitors live next 
to or pass by every day, often without knowing 
they are neighbors to such an abundance of 
life. To see that realization dawn on them is 
exhilarating and is a satisfying fulfillment of 
the mission that has defined us for the 
last 31 years.

Keith Sanford, CEO

Valoria Armstrong, Chair

FORWARD
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CONSERVATION
As always, our drive to connect 

people with freshwater life extends to 
our long-standing commitment to better 
understand and protect it. In that sense, 
2023 was a year defined by our expansive 
efforts to study and advocate for aquatic 
species throughout our region, whether our 
scientists were presenting papers in Norfolk, 
Virginia, searching for endangered Cavefish 
in Alabama, or assisting a Canadian graduate 
student studying Sand Darters from 
Kentucky to Mississippi.

In 2022, we proudly announced our role 
assisting the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
in a five-year plan to disperse $10 million to 
Southeast Tennessee landowners through a 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP). This program shares its name with 
our new gallery, Ridges to Rivers, and aims to 
help farmers implement land-management 
practices that will promote better yields while 
also improving water quality in 
nearby streams. 

This year, scientists at the Tennessee 
Aquarium Conservation Institute (TNACI) 
mapped out areas of highest priority to 
which funding should be directed when 
the program becomes active in 2024. We 
also traveled extensively throughout the 
seven-county area targeted by the RCPP to 
attend county fairs, agricultural festivals, and 
other events to directly connect with farmers. 
These efforts helped raise awareness about 
the program and encouraged landowners 
to seek future funding to fuel water-friendly 
improvements on their property.

The Ridges to Rivers’ target area includes 
counties on or abutting Walden Ridge, where 
our scientists continued to focus their 
research in 2023. 

Our biologists teamed up with Auburn 
University’s Cooperative Fish Disease Lab to 
sample streams on the ridge for parasites and 
diseases that may be impacting the endangered 
Laurel Dace, which scientists consider one of 
North America’s 10 most highly imperiled fish 
species. Some of this work is being supported 
by assistance from students participating in 
the environmental track of Baylor School’s 
Baylor Research Program.

Throughout the summer and fall, TNACI 
conducted a study of how aquatic species 
move through road culverts on Walden Ridge. 
We have identified a pair of these waterway 
crossings for replacement, in the coming 
year, through a grant from the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation. One of the problematic 
culverts will be removed in 2024 and 

exchanged for a new design that will allow 
free movement of aquatic species to spawn 
and feed.

Our 23-year effort to raise and 
release Lake Sturgeon continued this year 
with some notable improvements to their 
temporary home at our freshwater field 
station. The addition of extra filtration and 
larger, deeper tanks will ensure the juveniles 
we raise enjoy the best possible water 
quality and have extra room to swim 
prior to their release.

In October, local students and curious 
passersby joined us for a well-attended 
public release of hundreds of our latest class 
of Lake Sturgeon into the Tennessee River. 
It’s always a delight to see the community, 
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Throughout 2023, biologists from the 
Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute 
served as invaluable on-site and in-field 
mentors for area students. 

Early in the year, our scientists worked in 
frigid streams atop Walden Ridge alongside 
young researchers from the Baylor School. 
There, TNACI specialists demonstrated how to 
use environmental DNA filtration, which the 
students intended to use to detect the presence 
in streams of the federally endangered Laurel 
Dace. This kind of inspirational exchange of 
knowledge will be crucial to the long-term 
study and restoration of one of North America’s 
most-imperiled fish species by the next 
generation of freshwater scientists. 

Later in the year, our conservation 
manager escorted students from McCallie 
School into the field to sample for 
macroinvertebrates in pristine and degraded 
streams. The contrast between these declining 
and healthy ecosystems offered a crucial 
on-the-ground perspective of the impacts 
of ecological change in our waterways.

Throughout the year, TNACI scientists 
collaborated extensively with PhD student 
Britney Firth from the University of Waterloo 

in Ontario, Canada. Her study of five Sand 
Darter species saw our scientists assisting 
with data collection on the species’ thermal 
tolerance at sites across the Southeast, from 
central Alabama and Kentucky to the Florida 
Panhandle. 

Closer to home, TNACI staff hosted student 
and summer camp tours and coordinated 
with universities for on-site research at our 
cutting-edge conservation science head-
quarters on the banks of the Tennessee River. 

Among this year’s academic visitors were 
sustainable aquaculture and freshwater ecology 
students from the University of Georgia and 
a group of high school science educators 
who were presented with information on 
our Ridges to Rivers Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program. The facility’s living 
stream systems also were heavily utilized this 
year as part of a collaborative investigation 
with the University of the South into the 
compounding effects of invasive species 
and changes to water flow and substrate. 

Fostering Future 
Freshwater Scientists

especially students, engaging with our 
scientists and taking a hand in our wildlife 
restoration efforts. 

The Aquarium’s work to protect Tennessee’s 
only native trout species, the Southern 
Appalachian Brook Trout, also passed 
noteworthy milestones in 2023. In the spring, 
we wrapped up reintroduction work in the 
southern reaches of the Cherokee National 
Forest with the release of 1,300 baby trout. 
Our past three years of work have restored an 

additional 3.2 miles of range to the Southern 
Appalachian Brook Trout, a nearly 33% 
increase over what the area previously hosted. 

In anticipation of focusing our efforts 
on a new location in the coming years, we 
traveled to the Nolichucky River system near 
the North Carolina border to collect wild 
adult Southern Appalachian Brook Trout. We 
successfully spawned this broodstock in the 
fall, an important start to the next chapter 
of restoring this beautiful fish to more of its 
historical range. 
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Our value as an educational resource 
continues to grow. Last year, we celebrated 
numerous opportunities to inspire students at 
all stages of their academic journey, whether 
it was our scientists teaching high schoolers 
to filter genetic evidence of aquatic life from 
a stream or third graders touching the scales 
of a King Snake during an animal encounter 
in our auditorium. 

In April, we joined representatives from 
several state and federal wildlife agencies 
at Park Creek Elementary School in Dalton, 
Georgia, for an Earth Day Jamboree 
celebrating native flora and fauna. 

international level, but it was still a thrill to see 
reports of students touring our campus from 
as far away as New Hampshire, Wisconsin, 
and even Washington state. 

Throughout the year, we hosted more 
than 160 behind-the-scenes guided tours and 
had more than 1,800 participants during our 
schedule of more than 50 Sleep in the Deep 
overnight visits. After their return in 2022, this 
year’s slate of winter and summer camps were 
a beehive of activity that saw 
more than 600 youngsters enjoying exciting 
programs, backstage experiences, and one-
on-one interactions with our staff members.  

Our education department’s reach 
extended beyond our campus, too. We added 
four additional educators to our community 
engagement team. These outreach specialists 
connected with more than 10,000 people 
in three states through programming at 
schools, community centers, and other venues 
in our region. These in-person visits ensure 
we are able to inspire and serve community 
members who may not, for whatever reason, 
be able to visit us in Chattanooga. 

Throughout the day, our educators and 
scientists responded to a buzz of excited 
questions from the students as they were 
shown skeletons and shells, looked at aquatic 
animals collected from a nearby creek, and 
interacted with native species visiting from 
the Aquarium.  

Closer to home, our expanded team of 
educators added unexpected value to guests’ 
visits with the launch of a new and refreshed 
“curiosity cart” in-gallery program. These 
unscheduled encounters yield countless  
moments of surprise and delight through 
engaging presentations about natural pro-
cesses or up-close interactions with a wide 
range of species from our Ambassador Animal 
program.

Thousands of students explored the River  
Journey and Ocean Journey buildings as part 
of school groups in 2023. We have long 
celebrated our ability to attract guests to 
Chattanooga at a national and even 

The Tennessee River is an invaluable  
resource to our community and to the aquatic 
life it harbors. In 2023, our team members 
contributed their time and effort to the 
Tennessee River Rescue, the longest-running 
annual cleanup of this storied waterway. 

This year marked the Rescue’s 35th 
anniversary. To spur broader participation 
from area residents, Aquarium staff converged 
downtown for a publicized effort along 
a wide-swath of the waterway’s southern 
shore. At a riverside ceremony prior to the 
Aquarium-led effort, Chattanooga Mayor 

Tim Kelly officially proclaimed the days leading 
up to the official event to be Tennessee River 
Rescue Week.  

This year’s cleanup saw hundreds of 
volunteers working to remove refuse from 
the river at 36 sites across six counties. 

Cleaning Up the Tennessee River

EDUCATION
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Since the River Journey building opened 
its doors in 1992, North American River 
Otters have been the first animals guests 
encountered during their tour. Until 2023, 
however, River Otter Falls was only home to 
male otters, so we were thrilled in September 
to announce the exhibit’s newest addition 
— and first female resident — Sunshine. She 
immediately lived up to her name through 
displays of youthful energy and playful 
interactions with guests. Now that she has 
integrated successfully into our romp, we 
are hopeful for the possibility of pups in the 
coming years.

In addition to the new Ridges to Rivers 
gallery, our husbandry team celebrated two 
more exhibit milestones in 2023. In the fall, 
exhibits in the River Journey building became 
the only place in the world where guests 
could get close-up views of the Longhead 
Darter and Sicklefin Redhorse. Our exhibit of 
these native fishes sets an important precedent 
that will establish broader awareness and 
appreciation of these threatened species.

As a sign of their comfort under our care, 
it’s always a special moment when one of 
our animals reproduces, and 2023 saw the 
arrival of many adorable babies. Our world-class 
collection of freshwater turtles swelled with 

the hatching of a single Yellow-botched Map 
Turtle, two critically endangered Arakan 
Forest Turtles and six critically endangered 
Four-eyed Turtles. 

In the Ocean Journey building, we had 
a highly successful year hatching a shiver of 
shark pups. Our aquarists were thrilled at 
the arrival of eight tiny, biofluorescent Swell 
Sharks, the first we’ve successfully hatched 
for this species. They were joined by half a 
dozen Chain Catsharks and a trio of critically 
endangered Short-tail Nurse Sharks.  

The wellbeing of our animals is always 
top-of-mind for our staff, and we undertook 
new and novel approaches in 2023 to provide 
the highest standards of nutrition and veterinary 
care for our residents. 

Early in the year, our horticulture team 
saw an opportunity in some otherwise-unused 
square footage in our off-site greenhouse 
facilities. Recognizing the tremendous 
expense incurred every year to pay for the 
Aquarium’s food budget, they launched an 
in-house organic farming initiative. Thanks 
to their efforts, our animals now benefit from 
fresh produce grown on site and delivered 
directly to their caretakers, whether that’s 
greens for our lemurs, bell peppers for our 
Radiated Tortoises, or cherry tomatoes for 
our Pacu. 

Because of their access to world-class 
veterinary treatment, many of our residents far 
exceed their species’ median life expectancy in 
human care. As with humans, elderly animals 
tend to experience a decline in mobility and 
other conditions that come with advanced 
age. To better accommodate the needs of 
our geriatric residents, we integrated new 
equipment and care regimens into our 
veterinary toolkit in 2023. 

Early in the year, a generous donation 
from a long-time volunteer allowed us to 
acquire a cold laser therapy machine that 

HUSBANDRY 
SUCCESSES

produced promising results during an 
earlier trial period. This equipment uses 
skin-penetrating wavelengths of light to  
reduce inflammation and stimulate blood 
flow. Short weekly sessions with this device 
have been remarkably effective at  
non-invasively treating arthritis and other 
conditions impacting the mobility of our 
oldest lemur, Lyra, and our other aging 
animals—even tortoises. 

Later in the year, we acquired a digital 
x-ray imaging system, which allows us to 
create radiographs of our animals on site 
rather than in our veterinary office. With  
this new tool, our veterinary staff can  
quickly—and more frequently—assess our 
animals’ condition while minimizing the 
impact of stress caused by removing  
them from their habitats. 

Longhead Darters
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PARTNERSHIPS

27 Million Guests 
(and Counting)

When the Aquarium opened its doors 31 
years ago, hopes for its success hinged on 
the response from the public, locally and farther 
afield. Our first year of operation saw an 
immediate wave of enthusiastic support, and 
in the years since, we have become firmly 
established as a tremendously attractive 
destination for visitors from around the 
globe. In March, we celebrated the arrival 
of our 27 millionth guest, a family from  
North Carolina.

Whether by working hand in glove with 
federal and state agencies or joining forces 
with Southeastern researchers to locate and 
study imperiled species, partnerships form 
the bedrock of our role as leaders in 
Southeastern freshwater science. 

From microplastic pollution to soil erosion, 
we have long sought to raise awareness of 
how our activity on land impacts aquatic life 
in nearby waters. Nowhere is that better  
represented than our extensive partnership 
with the Tennessee Department of  
Transportation (TDOT). 

After collaborating to demonstrate how 
road litter affects the state’s many waterways, 
we expanded our work with TDOT last year 
to spotlight the importance of native pol-
linators. To kick off National Pollinator Week 

in June, we launched the Pollinator Pathway, a 
permanent self-guided experience on our pla-
za. Through colorful signage, we show guests 
the amazing adaptations and surprising bene-
fits of pollinators while offering suggestions for 
how to protect them and entice them to their 
homes. 

Early in 2023, our aquarium plaza 
maintenance supervisor collected seeds 
from our pollinator-friendly, native landscaped 
plants. In November, hundreds of seedlings 
were given away for free during a special 
“Plantsgiving” celebration. Based on data 
shared with us by recipients of these baby 
plants, our seedlings ultimately found their 
way to homes and gardens across the country, 
from Los Angeles and Seattle to Philadelphia 
and South Florida. 
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For 27 years, the IMAX® 3D Theater has 
presented cinematic offerings that amplify 
the experience guests have while exploring 
the River Journey and Ocean Journey buildings. 
Following the global pandemic, we seized the 
opportunity to present more first-run feature 
films on our six-story screen. 

In 2023, our theater presented 26 
giant-screen films, a 40% increase over 2022. 
Regularly offering these feature films as a 
supplement to our scientific and environ-
mental programming has firmly established 
us as a premiere destination for giant-screen 
moviegoers throughout 
the region. 

We made further investments in 
the theatergoing experience in 2023 to 
prioritize guests’ comfort during their  
cinematic adventure. During a brief closure in 
the fall, we replaced our theater’s 13-year-old 

It’s always a thrill when the Aquarium 
can host special guests for the launch of a 
new film at the IMAX® 3D Theater. These 
visits and post-screening presentations give 
audiences valuable insights into the unique 
challenges of producing for the giant screen 
and a chance to form a more personal 
connection with filmmakers. 

To kick off the year, the Aquarium 
whisked audiences to the wildlife-rich 
plains of Africa in Serengeti 3D: Journey  
to the Heart of Africa. As part of the 
launch celebration in January, the film’s 
cinematographer, Michael Dalton-Smith, 
visited the Aquarium. During a Q&A session 
with audience members, he discussed his 
deep-rooted love of the Serengeti and what 
it was like to film completely alone in one of 
the world’s most-storied landscapes thanks to 
travel lockdowns brought on by the  
global pandemic. 

seats with wider, taller models made of 
easier-to-clean vinyl. Other aspects of the 
theater were also updated, including the 
installation of new vinyl flooring, refreshed 
paint in the lobby and updated signage and 
decorative elements. 

In addition to offering more films, we 
also made a concerted effort in 2023 to 
leverage our theater’s drawing power to 
reach more facets of our community. We 
presented a Spanish-language screening of the 
comic book blockbuster Blue Beetle, a first for 
our theater that we hope to repeat in the  
future. In keeping with our proud certification 
as a sensory-inclusive facility through 
Birmingham, Alabama-based Kulture 
City, we were pleased in 2023 to offer a  
sensory-friendly, giant-screen presentation of 
the popular TV program Wild Kratts. 

Just before Memorial Day, the Aquarium 
premiered Secrets of the Sea 3D with the 
help of one of the film’s directors—and 
underwater filming savant—Jonathan Bird. 
A burgeoning talent in the giant-screen 
space, Bird is also well-known for his popular 
YouTube channel Jonathan Bird’s Blue World, 
which has more than 1.2 million subscribers. 
In addition to wowing audiences with stories 
of visiting sites all over the world for Secrets 
of the Sea, Bird also found time to film 
content for Blue World during his visit. He 
released the first of two planned episodes in 
August and focused on the Aquarium’s effort 
to raise its own marine fishes in-house. In 
short order, the episode garnered more than 
37,000 views and 130 comments. 

IMAX Special Guests Elevate Our 
IMAX Offerings
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LOOKING AHEAD

At the close to a year filled with so many 
accomplishments and celebratory moments, 
we now must consider the role we will play 
in years to come, not only as an economic 
driver and world-class caretaker of our living 
collection but also — increasingly — beyond 
our campus as a steward of the public’s trust 
when it comes to environmental information 
and conservation action. 

The most recent market research regarding 
attitudes, awareness, and perceptions of the 
Aquarium shows that we have achieved our 
highest-ever ratings for reliability as a trusted 
conservation organization. This data suggests 
that the public recognizes the Aquarium’s 

In 2023, there were several important 
changes to the Aquarium’s senior staff and 
executive leadership. Long-time Chief Financial 
Officer Gordon Stalans was appointed as 
Chief Operating Officer. Former Director of 
Aquatic Collections and Life Support Systems 
Thom Demas was appointed as the Aquarium’s 
Chief Husbandry & Exhibits Officer. 

Jeff Worley, formerly Manager of 
Exhibit Services, was promoted to Director 
of Exhibits & Graphics. In the IMAX® 3D 
Theater, IMAX Senior Operator & Manager 
Corey Cobb was named Director of IMAX® 
Operations. The theater’s day-to-day 
operations are now being overseen by 

work in protecting and restoring aquatic 
wildlife. And, this affords us more leadership 
opportunities to educate our guests and 
social followers. In short, we help them make 
informed decisions and adopt behaviors that 
are best for the environment. 

We do not take this reputational  
responsibility for granted. 

As we look to the future, we will do our 
utmost to continue inspiring the public and 
building on our mission to forge meaningful, 
lasting connections between our guests and 
the natural world. 

IMAX® Manager & Systems Operator Adam 
Lundy, who formerly served as Assistant 
Manager & IMAX® Operator. 

By elevating veteran team members to 
these positions, their extensive experience 
will ensure the Aquarium operates from a 
position of strength in years to come. 

Organizational Changes
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Tourism was stronger than expected 
in the first two months of the year, setting 
the tone for what ended up being the 
second-best fiscal year in the Aquarium’s 
history. Attendance in 2023 was up 4% 
compared to budget and 1% stronger than 
the previous year. IMAX attendance was 
down 5% compared to the previous year, 
but this was partially due to being closed 
while we replaced seating and flooring in 
the theater. IMAX attendance was 13% 
stronger than 2022. 

While our operating revenues were 7% 
better than forecast, our operating costs, 
debt service, and capital expenditures were 

all lower than budgeted. As a result, our net 
surplus from operations in 2023 was $4.4 
million. That was $3.3 million higher than our 
budget and approximately 20% higher than 
the previous year. 

This surplus allows us to continue to 
improve our financial stability and allows us 
to effectively deliver on our mission by 
continuing to invest in our facilities,  
staff, and programs. 
 
—Gordon Stalans, Vice President, CFO/COO

DRIVING SUCCESS THANK YOU
2023 Board  of Trustees
Valoria Armstrong, Chair
Scott Pierce, Vice Chair
Dr. Catherine Colby, Secretary
Patrick Stowe, Treasurer
 
Cameron Doody
Wade Hinton
Candy C. Johnson
Daphne Kirksey
Harrison Lewis
Stacy Lightfoot
Matt Rasmussen
Shalin Tejani

Capital and Endowment Support
Thank you to the following donors who made gifts to the 
Tennessee Aquarium in 2023.

Charles Arant 
State of Tennessee
Estate of Jo Ann Cline Yates
Deborah Williams

The  Tennessee Aquarium recognizes donors who 
make a planned gift by welcoming them into the 
Watershed Society, which ensures the Aquarium’s 
success for future generations.

Anonymous (4) 
Charles Arant
Paul & Susu Brock
Daniel & Janet Burnside
Stephanie Chance
Dr. Skylar Davidson
Caroline & Charlotte Denton Fund for Penguins
Gene Dwyer
Gerald Grekowicz & Mary Clor
Elizabeth & Chris Hammitt
Boyd & Nancy Patterson
Katherine Paty Trust
Judy Powell
Helen Pregulman
Keith & Julia Sanford
Todd Stailey
Katherine Standefer
Cindy & Terry Todd
Randall & Ellen Webster

*Deceased

Admissions

67%

Other
5%

Contributed 
Support 

5%
Membership 

9%

Guest 
Experiences

14%

Educational Programming, Facilities 
and Animal Care

55%

Guest Experience
6%

Administrative 
24%

Marketing
13%

Fundraising
2%

TENNESSEE AQUARIUM
SOURCES OF OPERATING FUNDS

2023

TENNESSEE AQUARIUM USES OF 
OPERATING FUNDS

2023

TOTAL USES
$26,242,464

TOTAL USES
$30,628,495 Complete audited financial statements are available at 

tnaqua.org/about-us/financials-and-annual-report.

Mata Mata Turtle
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James &  
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Anonymous (3)
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Valoria &  
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Charlie Brock
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Elizabeth &  
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Dennis & Gwen Harris
Tom & Karen Hash
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Ann Hon
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Don & Susan Jensen
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Candy Johnson
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Melanie King
Daphne & Jeff Kirksey
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Charles &  
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Claire & Ed Overmyer
George &  

Bonnie Pettway
John & Carolyn Phillips
Judy Powell
Melinda & 

Randy Redberg
Pete & Anne Rittenberry
Meredith &  

Colby Roberts
Tiffanie & Mike Robinson
Judi Rossman
Susan Roth
Brett Rousch
Richard & Regina Saas
Bobby &  

Genevieve Sass
Andrea Schaffer & 

Daniel Hurst
Frank & Gracie Schriner
Heather & Scott Scoggins
Ryan & Jenilee Sergison
Robert & Pris Siskin
Andrea Smith &  

Andrew Crowe
Gloria & Randy Smith
Gordon &  

Cheryl Stalans
Katherine Standefer
Susan & Taylor Stein
Aggie &  

Andrew Stephenson
Bill Sudderth &  

Brenda Niel
Jason Vann &  

Allison Evans
Steven & Pam Vias
Greg A. Vital
Dori & Blake Waller
Dr. Bill & Katie Warren

Curator Circle 
recognizing gifts to 
the Aquarium’s Annual 
Fund of $500 - $999 
Shannon &  

Jeremy Colbert
Bill & Frances Gotschall
Jill & David McCain
Jay & Jennifer Mills
Kincaid & Allison Mills
Mary & Scott Moore
Martha Jane Payne
Mary Anne &  

Rick Williams

Additional support 
Anonymous
Anthony and 

Jessica Ashley
Bishop Family Foundation
Susan & Glen Harris
Carolyn & Charles Hart
The Ironman  

Foundation, Inc.
Maeghan Jones &  

Kirk Ziegler
Lisa Lemza &  

Mike Schillinger
Michael & Nancy Luker
Allen & Alice McCallie
Kristina & Tom Montague
Rick & Katie Schumacher
Kent & Ongeleigh 

Underwood
Trae & Michelle 

Vaughan
Sarah Vincent
 

The Aquarium 

Thank you to the 
following donors who 
contributed to the 
Aquarium’s Annual 
Fund with gifts of 
$1,000 or greater.

appreciates the  
following companies 
who support their  
employees’ contributions 
through matching 
gift programs. 
Adobe, Inc.
Apple, Inc
AT&T
Bank of America  

Charitable Foundation
CIGNA
Draper
First Bank
First Horizon Foundation
Guardian
GE Foundation
Halyard Health
The Home Depot
Humana
Impress.org
Jackson Healthcare 
Lyndhurst Foundation
Merrill Lynch &  

Co. Foundation
Microsoft Corporation
Mohawk Industries
The David & Lucile 

Packard Foundation
Pointer Management
Silicon Valley Bank, 

a division of First  
Citizens Bank

Takeda Pharmaceuticals
United Healthcare 

Group
Unum
US Bancorp Foundation
Warner Bros. Discovery
Wells Fargo

Groove 93
High Point Climbing 

and Fitness
Hinton & Co
Hits 96
iSustain Inc.
The Johnson Group
JP Morgan Chase
Kinsey Probasco Hays
Komatsu America 

Corporation
Kone Elevator
KZ106
Lawson Electric Co.
Local 3 News
Lodge Manufacturing
March Adams & 

Associates
McKee Foods
Mellow Mushroom 

Downtown  
Chattanooga

Miller & Martin
Miller Industries
Morning Pointe  

Senior Living
Naked River Brewery
New Country 107.9
Pinnacle Financial 

Partners
Pointer Management
Power 94
Reagan Outdoor 

Advertising
Regions Bank
RiverCity Company
Ruby Falls
Russ Blakely & Associates
Signal Voice and Data
Siskin Steel and Supply 

Company
Sonesta Select
SpringHill Suites by 

Marriott Chattanooga 
Downtown/Cameron 
Harbor

Starr Mathews Insurance
Sunny 92.3
Talk Radio 102.3
Tennessee American 

Water
Tennessee Department 

of Environment and 

Serve & Protect is an 
evening highlighting 
sustainably caught 
seafood and is the 
largest fundraiser for 
the Aquarium. Serve 
& Protect 2023 was 
made possible thanks 
to these generous 
sponsors.

2023 Presenting 
Sponsor
First Horizon

Event  Sponsors
BlueCross BlueShield 

of Tennessee
Cemrock
Starr Mathews Insurance
Ward & Ashley 

Davenport/Patrick 
& Julie Stowe 

Sponsors
AEED/Franklin Architects
Chattanooga Land 

Company
Eagle Mechanical/

Hobbs & Associates
HHM, CPAs
iSustain, Inc.
KONE
Kristina & Tom 

Montague/Catherine 
Colby & Andrew 
Workinger

Merrill Lynch Private 
Wealth Management

Pinnacle Financial 
Partners

Pointe General  
Contractors/ 
Southeast Painters

Russ Blakely & Associates
The Vincit Group
Trudy Harper & 

Roger Knipp
Tennessee Valley 

Authority
Unum

Our Serve & Protect 

auction raised over 
$24,000 to sustain 
the Aquarium’s  
operations. We thank 
the following individuals 
and organizations for 
donating items to our 
online fundraiser. 
Agave & Rye
Amada Tapas & Wine
Bridgeman’s 

Chophouse Restaurant 
The Chattanoogan 

Hotel
Chattanooga Marriott 

Downtown
Company @ Kinley 

Chattanooga 
The Dwell Hotel 
The Edwin Hotel
Embassy Suites 
Food Works Chattanooga 
Hello Monty
Kinley Chattanooga
McLemore
Neidlov’s Bakery & Café 
Andrea Nelson
Rock City Gardens
The Read House
Jackie Rico 
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse
Scottie’s on the River
SpringHill Suites by 

Marriott Chattanooga 
Downtown

The Westin Chattanooga

The Tennessee 
Aquarium gratefully 
acknowledges the 
following corporations 
and partners who 
support our mission 
and enable us to make 
a meaningful difference 
to our community’s 
economic, educational, 
and environmental 
well-being. 
Anonymous
American Cruise Lines
Astec Industries, Inc.
Athens Distributing 

Company
Barley Chattanooga
BASF Corp.
Ben & Jerry’s  

Chattanooga
Big River Grille &  

Brewing Works
Big 106.9
BlueCross BlueShield of 

Tennessee
Burger Republic
Charles H. Coolidge 

Medal of Honor 
Heritage Center

Chattanooga Area 
Chamber of Commerce

Chattanooga Gas 
Company

Chattanooga Land 
Company

Chattanooga Times 
Free Press

Chattanooga Tourism 
Company

The Chattanoogan 
Hotel

CHI Memorial Health 
System

Children’s Hospital 
at Erlanger

Coca-Cola
COS Business Products 

& Interiors
Counts Company
CREATE Foundation, Inc.
Culligan Water Systems
DoubleTree by Hilton 

Hotel Chattanooga, 
Downtown 

Eagle Mechanical
The Edwin Hotel
Elder’s Ace Hardware
Electronic Controls, Inc.
Embassy Suites by 

Hilton Chattanooga 
Hamilton Place

Empire Distributors of 
Tennessee, Inc.

EPB Fiber Optics
Erlanger Health System
Event Network
First Horizon
First Horizon Foundation
Food City
Frogg Toggs
Grant Konvalinka & 

Harrison, P.C.
Goldbond, Inc.

*Deceased*Deceased
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Mark Craven
Thom Demas
Juli Henson
Julie Piper
Randy Porter
Matt Hamilton
De’Ronda Hubbard 

Full Time Staff  
30+ Years 
Jackson Andrews
Peter Burman
Michael Harper
Danny Alexander
Jill McCain
Kevin Calhoon
Darleene Cole
Gene Dwyer
Rodney Fuller
Diane Hanson
Christian Keller, DVM
Charlene Nash
Mara-Lynne Payne
Todd Stailey
Gordon Stalans
Jeff Worley

Conservation
Tennessee Valley  

Authority
Tennessee Valley FCU
Tennessee Valley Public 

Power Association
Tennessee Wildlife 

Resources Agency
Truist
Ultimate Software
University of Georgia
Unum
US 101
The Vincit Group
Volkswagen Chattanooga
W.  R. Grace & Company
WalMart Foundation
West Rock - Mill Division
Whirlpool Corporation
Whiteboard Engagement 

Center
WDEF News 12
WTCI
WTVC Newschannel 9
98.1 The Lake
103.7 Kiss FM

The Tennessee Aquarium 
gratefully acknowledges 
the following grant  
makers and partners.  
Anonymous
Aquarium & Zoo Facilities 

Association 
Association of Zoos & 

Aquariums 
Baylor School
Benwood Foundation 
Bledsoe County Soil & 

Water District
Columbus Zoo
Community Foundation 

of Greater Chattanooga
The Community Foundation 

of South Alabama
Conservation Fisheries, Inc. 
Cooperative Ecosystem 

Studies Units Network
Crabtree Farms of  

Chattanooga
Footprint Foundation
Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources
Girls Preparatory School 

Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park

Hazel Montague 
Hutcheson Foundation

Hamilton County Soil & 
Water District

Howard Foundation
Inform Evaluation & 

Research
Institute of Museum & 

Library Services 
The Land Trust for  

Tennessee
Limestone Valley  

Resource Conservation 
and Development

Lyndhurst Foundation
Madagascar Fauna & 

Flora Group
Marion County Soil & 

Water District
National Fish & Wildlife 

Foundation 
National Oceanic & 

Atmospheric  
Administration

Natural Resources  
Conservation Service

The Nature Conservancy
Office of National  

Marine Sanctuaries
Open Space Institute
Re:wild
Riverview Foundation
Robert Finley Stone 

Foundation
Sewanee: University of 

the South 
Southeast Aquatic  

Resources Partnership
Southeast Tennessee 

Development District
Southeast Tennessee  

Resource Conservation & 
Development Council

Southeast Zoo Alliance 
for Reproduction & 
Conservation

Southface Institute
State of Tennessee 
Tashkent Zoo
Tennessee Department 

of Agriculture 
Tennessee Department 

of Environment and 
Conservation

Tennessee Department 
of Transportation

Tennessee River Basin 
Network 

Tennessee Technological 
University 

Tennessee Valley 
Authority

Tennessee Valley  
Chapter of Wild Ones 

Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency 

TennGreen Land  
Conservancy

Thrive Regional  
Partnerships

Timber Investment 
Resources

Trout Unlimited -  
Appalachian Chapter 

United States Department 
of Agriculture

United States Fish & 
Wildlife Service 

United States Forest 
Service

United States Geological 
Survey

United Way of Greater 
Chattanooga 

University of Georgia
University of Tennessee 

at Chattanooga 
University of Tennessee
World Wildlife Fund

Our staff’s commitment 
to excellence is the 
primary reason our 
institution is among 

the most respected 
in the nation. We 
are grateful to the 
following employees 
who give over and 
above their daily 
service to support 
our mission. 
Thom  Benson
Peter Burman
Shannon Colbert
Thom Demas
Kate Edmondson
Gene Dwyer
Micheal Floyd
Rodney Fuller
Dr. Anna George
Christian Keller, DVM
Melanie King
Jill McCain
Julie Piper
Meredith Roberts
Natali Rodgers
Keith Sanford
Gordon Stalans
Mary Anne Williams

Full Time Staff 
25+ Years 
Keira Conner

20+ Year Volunteers
Steve Bamburg
Linda Black
Beth Brellenthin
Todd Burkhart
David Butler
Brenda Carson
Tim Chastain
Jim Clemmer
Doug Cogswell
Shawn Coulter
Jeff Cunningham
Angela Dillard
Ed Dunlop
Tony Dwornitski
Fran Hiestand
Mary Holland
Joan Hoskins
Mark Issenberg
Diana Jacobsen
Bev Kriewald
Lee Mann
Kevin Martin
Bryan McConkey
Matt McLelland
Ruth McMahon
Sue Minton
Marcia Murray
Greg Olivares

Jose’ Pinacho
Joe Pope
Betsi Pryor
Wanda Rodriguez
Susan Schott
Peter Sestak
Deborah Smith
Catherine Stoddard
Shawn Stoddard
Wade Taylor
Jackie Whitlock
Nancy Williams
Pete Winkler

Animal Keeper  
Assistant
Bri Bailey
Christian Brewton
Madison Cassella
Kathryn Finlayson
Brody Helton
Morgan Iverson
Adrianna Jiosa
Lindsey Lewis
Emma Madewell
Katie Smith
Bayleigh 

Thomas-Welch
Andrew Witherspoon

Conservation  

Aquaculture
Drake Elliott
Ruthie Kennon

Conservation
Britney Firth

Conservation 
Research
Katy Carnes

Diver
Kevin Akard
Brian Akins
Tracy Allen
Besty Archer
Todd Arrants
Anne Atkinson
Andy Avel
Dan Backlund
John Baldwin
Bentley Bamburg
Steve Bamburg
Kelly Barkwell
Richard Barnes
Keith Barnes
Linda Black
John Boatner
Kathy Bougie

Barry Bullard
Todd Burkhart
Alex Burroughs
David Butler
Benjamin Chambers
Howard Charnell
Tim Chastain
Greg Clements
Jim Clemmer
Lisa Coble
Doug Cogswell
Eddie Cota
Shawn Coulter
Mary Beth Crook
Robert Crook
Jon Culver
Jeff Cunningham
Robert Davis
Marie Dement
Jeffrey Duncan
Ed Dunlop
Tony Dwornitski
Buddy Edging
Peter Erickson
Karen Estes
Veronica Fallin
Frank Feather
Mary Fedde
Bernie Flank

Greg Foster
April Gardner
Alan Gilbert
John Gildernew
Lois Gildernew
Marshall Gladish
Alex Gray
David Green
Terry Gruber
Randy Haines
Sarah Hefner
Wendy Hill
Brenda Hodges
Michael Hooper
Wendy Hooper
Sam Johns
Jerry Johnson
Michael Jones
Christopher Kay
Kelly Kirkland
John LaVoy
Jon Law
Megan Lott
Tim Lott
Jimmy Lowrey
Rob MacDonald

VOLUNTEERS
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Lee Mann
Jeff Marcinek
Kevin Martin
Jere Matty
Paul Mayer
Bryan McConkey
Marissa McConkey
Adam McDaniel
Susan McElhannon
Travis McKie-Voerste
Matt McLelland
Sarah McMahon
Andrew Meador
Michael Miller
Roy Miller
Sue Minton
Will Mitchum
Marcia Murray
Lorye Nichols
Mark Norwood
Greg Olivares
Doug Overdeer
Perry Payne
Leif Peterson
Jose’ Pinacho
Mike Poe
Joe Pope, Jr
Tony Porter
Tish Pritchett
Chris Rice
C. J. Rice
Robin Rice
Ed Ripley
Nelson Rodriguez
Wanda Rodriguez
Jonathan Rudolph
Amy Ruta
John Salter
Mack Schmidt
Bob Scire
Peter Sestak
John Shaffer
Haley Shealy
Melody Shekari
Lisa Shier
William Sisk
Bernadette Slater
Graham Slater
Paull Slater
Deborah Smith

Bo Smith
Phil Stich
Lauren Stocke
Tim Tanner
Wade Taylor
Rebecca Thomas
Jerry Thompson
George Tomlinson
Steve Topping
Chris Tucker
Jason Turner
Al Underbrink
Sonny Vick
Craig Walker
John Walker
Andrew West
Jackie Whitlock
Ann Williams
Craig Williams
Mike Wilson
Pete Winkler
Savannah Winstead
Vonda Wooten
Robert Zielke

Dive Support
Joe Pope
Butch Reese
Martha Summa-Chadwich

Education
Annette Ahart
George Bartnik
Chip Bell
Ian Brunetz
CJ Carter
Marion Cook
Joe D’Agostino
Doris Dantes
Debbie Donohue
Jenny Etheridge
Cori Frost
Denise Gammel
Laurie Harrison
Joan Hoskins
Diana Jacobsen
Adrianna Jiosa
Dave Kittle

JoAnne Kittle
Minh Le
Jenn Lehman
Jonah Matukewitz
Caitlynn McFee
Toni Moegling
Amber Mong
Emma Mullican
Ros Myers
Peggy Mynatt
Emilee Null
Vickie Rickard
Dean Sanders
Kent Webb

Enrichment
Robbie Fife
Stephanie Fife

Field Conservation
Joseph Calloway

Food Prep Chef
Jennifer Avery
Beth Brellenthin
Leslie Brown
Lisa Clayton
Beth Estlick
Ann Giebert
Julia Grubb
Emma Mabry
Phyllis McAdams
Van McAdams
Harrison McGowan
Neisha Nash
Jay Sutter
Deb Williams
Jamie Wilson

Guest Ambassador
Monica Augustin
Robert Elder
Mary Kaitlyn Johnson
EJ Montgomery
Corey Schultz
Nina Vassilev

Herpetology

Ari Saveh
Karen Spence
Catherine Stoddard
Shawn Stoddard
Juanita Wade

Plaza
Lucas Cintron
Wilder Lopez
Malyki Taylor

Registrar
Lotneice Hinton
Jeff Riehl

Stream Ecology
Annie Jones
Marlys Vicente
Logan Pavlik

Veterinary Extern
Victoria Hoaglin
Hery Rios-Guzman
Erica Rudolf
Bri Lee Schaffner
Tzu-Ning Yeh

Youth Volunteer
Luella Bragdon

Christian Brewton
Sharon Klein
Dane Williams

Horticulture
Lauren Bailey
Cami Baldivid
Cameron Baty
John Brearley
Beth Brellenthin
Scott Chambley
Tracy Craddock
Diana Davies
Arona DeSure
Steve DuBose
Janet Dutto
Joe Dutto
Lisa Fischer
Susan Garrett
Patti Giles
Kay Hagaman
Alicia Hamilton
Ginny Hardison
Kurt Hasley
Fran Hiestand
Susan Holden
Mary Holland
Mark Issenberg
Fort Jones
Eren Kaplan
Linda Keown
Bev Kriewald
Trieu Le
Andrew London
John Mathna
John Miller
Linda Miller
Elizabeth Monson
Erin Moyes
Kendra Norwood
Kirk Odders
Betsi Pryor
Richard Ralston, III
Jenny Roland
Beverly Sanders
Christine Schneider
Susan Schott
Charlene Simmons
Louis Spencer
Jerry Steiner

Jordy Dominguez
Beckler Durst
Zoie Goble
James Herring
Felix McCaffrey
Eb Saunders
Ryan Templeton
Aaron Williams

EMERITUS
Ed Adams
Beth Anthony
Jerry Bowman
O’Neil Burton
Sandy Caldwell
Bill Caldwell
Donna Faulkner
Iola Fulgham
Bill Godsey, Jr.
Sibyl Gore
*Betty Hale
*Dennis Harris
Gwen Harris
*Arthur Hendrixson
Marty Hershey
Li-Hwa Huang
Douglas Jack
Charles Jennings

Sharon Steiner
Daniel Stubblefield
Eileen Thai
Kirstin Tucker
Bonnie Wassin
Nancy Williams

Husbandry
Jennifer Avery
Kaylee Clayton
Alexander Gray
Brody Helton
D’lyn Keiser
Seth Little
Ryan Marquez
Tim Policicchio
Sarah Roberts
Steph Soto
Lauren Stocke
Teagan Tobias

Marketing
Brenda Carson
Wes Hasden
Heidi Kelly
Kay Wallace
Les Wallace

Naiads
Scott Chambley
Mark Issenberg
Ruth McMahon
Charlene Simmons

Penguins
Corrie Arnold
Eli Burgess
Jane Corn
Angela Dillard
Jes England
Jessica Green
Julia Grubb
Michelle Henderson
Nick Henderson
Taylor Hixson
Morgan Iverson
Emma Madewell
Brittney Morris
Ronette Oller
Shelbie Pickens

Judy Leach
Jim Lewis
Joyce Lewis
*Ann O’Connell
Don Priddy
Richard Ralston
Eva Rock
Arlene Rucker
Crystal Rymer
*Alice Sallee
Clara Shepherd
Sandra Standefer
Clifton Tinkham
Zelta Tinkham
Katherine Whiddon
Nan Williams
*Wanda Wilmoth

Bearded Dragon

A special thanks to our many 
volunteers who interact daily with our  
guests. These volunteers help care for the 
animals, educate, engage guests and are, 
in most cases, the first staff member a 
guest encounters during visits. 
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“Great aquarium. Very family 
friendly. Excellent layout to walk 
through at our leisure. Plenty of 
viewing areas. 
Very informative.”

“The huge shark and turtles were 
worth the visit alone. The exhibit is 
extensive so be prepared to enjoy 
a long day with a lunch break.”

“Half a day visit, hands on exhibits really 
added value for the kids. Very clean, 
good variety. Would be a bit better is 
there was more interaction with staff 
and a more educational angle.  
Highly recommended.”

“Wonderful family friendly aquarium. 
Took a ton of photos. I recommend 
seeing a 3D IMAX movie too. We 
saw the Ocean Animals movie.”

- Detroiter1082

- Tom W

- Wander786506

- Loree
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Reviews found on Tripadvisor.com



CHATTANOOGA RIVERFRONT | TNAQUA.ORG

One Broad Street • Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402

Planned gifts help ensure a world-class Aquarium
experience for future generations to enjoy.

Contact Melanie King at 423-785-4038 to learn  
more about joining The Watershed Society.


